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Questions and Answers

Post-Monetization Market Impact Assessment for IESC

Issue Date of RFP: 11 June 2026

Issue Date of Answers: 18 June 2026

Closing Date for Proposals: 25 June 2026

Closing Time: 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Washington, DC

Project Title: U.S.-Vietnam Trade in Agriculture and Food Safety
Expanded Program: Post-Monetization Assessment

Offer Reference Number: VIE251-RFP-001-2026

1. Disclaimer

The below questions were received for the referenced RFP. Please find the accompanying answer
underneath each question. As the due date for submitting questions has passed, no further
questions will be answered.

2. Questions — Request for Proposals

1. Question: In section 10.1[3], must a local market analyst CV be presented at the time of
submission of the RFP, or can an offeror utilize a placeholder for a local national expert?

IESC Response: IESC would prefer to receive the CV of a specific local market analyst at
the time of proposal submission, but if the Offerors are not able to identify an analyst by
the submission deadline, submitting a placeholder is acceptable.

2. Question: In section 10.1[3] can you confirm that the relevant local language should be
Bengali, and not Vietnamese?

IESC Response: Correct, the relevant local language for the local market analyst should
be Bengali, and not Vietnamese.

3. In the Eligibility Requirements, the RFP states that the “Offeror may be required to
present a business license and must have experience in monetizing commodities for
USDA Food Aid programs.” Can IESC please clarify whether this requirement refers
specifically to prior experience conducting post-monetization assessments for USDA
Food Aid programs, or whether broader experience in market studies and trade analysis
for commodities commonly monetized by USDA, such as soybeans, wheat, and other
agricultural commodities, would also be considered responsive?
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IESC Response: Offerors should present all relevant experience, which may include
experience conducting post-monetization assessments for USDA Food Aid programs and
any broader experience in market studies and trade analysis for USDA monetization
commodities.

The final line of Section 10.1 states that Vietnamese fluency is required for the local
market specialist. As the assessment is focused on the soybean market in Bangladesh,
should this requirement instead refer to Bangla fluency?

IESC Response: Correct, the relevant local language for the local market analyst should
be Bengali, and not Vietnamese.

Would there be any actual or perceived conflict of interest if a proposed team member
previously served as a consultant for an organization involved in the monetization
process? If so, could IESC clarify what types of prior involvement would be considered
disqualifying versus manageable through disclosure and mitigation?

IESC Response: Additional information about the potential situation is required for IESC
to make a determination on any actual or perceived conflict of interest in this scenario.
Please email globalawards@iesc.org to identify who the proposed team member may be
and the details of their involvement in the monetization process, and we will respond
with our determination regarding the potential conflict of interest. IESC will treat this
information confidentially.

3. Questions — Budget and Annex A: Budget Template
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1. Question: Based upon our understanding of the instructions listed in the Post-Monetization

Market Access budget template referred to in the RFP as “Annex A - Budget,” it appears that
the labor rates listed should only be direct labor rates, and the inclusion of indirect rates, if
any, should be included as a separate line item. Is this interpretation correct, or can bidders
alternatively furnish fully burdened rates?

IESC Response: Offerors should budget their indirect costs based on their firm’s financial
structure and practices, whether that is through a separate indirect cost line item or fully
burdened rates. To facilitate review of the budget annex, Offerors should add any clarifying
notes to the spreadsheet, including clarifying if labor rates are burdened.

Question: Can IESC confirm whether a maximum daily rate is established for labor under this
contract, and if so, can you confirm the amount?

IESC Response: Yes, USDA has established a maximum salary rate of $629.84 per day/$78.73
per hour, which IESC and its contractors must adhere to, including under this contract.

Question: Will travel expenditures and ODCs be built into the total fixed value of the
deliverable? Or will travel and ODCs be billed as direct costs and factored out of the contract’s
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IESC Response: IESC anticipates that travel expenditures and ODCs will be built into the total
fixed value of the deliverables, and not directly billed as separate costs.

Can IESC please share whether there is a budget ceiling or anticipated budget range for this
procurement so that Offerors can tailor the level of effort and proposed approach accordingly?

IESC Response: There is not a budget ceiling for this procurement, but IESC anticipates the
estimated cost to be between $60,000 and $85,000.



