
IESC ATRACSI-RFP-001-2023 – Evaluation Services Questions & Answers 

 

Question 1: In section 5.2, the RFP mentions that the evaluation team should use acceptable analytical 

frameworks such as comparison with non-project areas. However, in section 5.4 it says the evaluation 

will not include comparison groups. Please clarify. 

Answer: In an experiment testing the effects of a treatment, a comparison group refers to a group of 

units (e.g., persons, classrooms) that receive either no TREATMENT or an alternative treatment. A 

comparison group serves as a source of COUNTERFACTUAL causal inference. The final evaluation will not 

attempt to confirm attribution of impact but, rather, verify contributions and plausible links between 

impact and the project. As such, we do not anticipate comparison groups in the evaluations as a source 

of counterfactual causal inference. 

 

Question 2: The table with the suggested sampling strategy for Ind 5 and 6 proposes interviewing 6 

organizations. Can you provide details about which these 6 organizations are? 

Answer: The 6 organizations are the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health in each of the 

targeted countries 

 

Question 3: Do the front/back cover pages, cover letter, and/or references count towards the 20-25 

page limit requirement? 

Answer: The front and back cover pages do not count towards the 20 to 25 page limit requirement.  

The list of three references and their contact information does not count towards the 20 to 25 page limit 

requirement.   

The cover letter counts towards the 20 to 25 page limit requirement.  

 

Question 4: We consider our NICRA confidential and proprietary, making it practice to only share 

directly with Government funders.  In lieu of providing the NICRA, can you accept a letter that certifies 

that we prepared the pricing input in conformance with the current and active Indirect Rate Agreement 

between our organization and the cognizant audit agency?  

Answer: IESC as prime recipient is responsible for managing the whole cooperative agreement and to do 

so must understand the budget elements, including knowing detailed costs. We must also comply with all 

federal regulations including those concerning subrecipients. Per 2 CFR 200.332 IESC as the pass-through 

entity is required to obtain and include in the written subaward the subrecipient indirect cost rate. In 

addition, since there is no privity between USDA as a federal agency and subrecipients, IESC will not be 

able to blindly forward the indirect cost rate to USDA for confirmation of rate. As such, we are not at 

liberty to proceed as suggested. However, you are invited to mark your NICRA as confidential and it will 



be treated as such by the Global Awards Department, the department responsible for IESC subawards, 

contracts and compliance, and for this procurement.  


